
The Yarraweyah Biodiverse Reforestation Project is working 
to restore 100 hectares of partly degraded rural land in 
Australia’s southwest, an area recognised internationally for 
its exceptional ecological values and vast array of plant and 
animal species. A wide selection of biodiverse native trees 
and shrubs will be planted to rehabilitate the area, locking 
in carbon, reconnecting remnant bushland and providing 
habitat for animals, plants and birds.

Yarraweyah Biodiverse Reforestation Project
Restoring Australia’s precious rural landscape

The south western part of Australia is 
one of the world’s biodiversity hotspots, 
with an abundance of unique and 
endangered plants and animals – many 
of which are found nowhere else on 
earth.

Packed with over 1,500 species of flora, 
wildflower viewing in the region is an 
incredible sight. Yet large amounts of 
native vegetation in the Southwest have 
been cleared for agriculture. 

The Yarraweyah project works to help 
restore cleared land that is less suitable 
for farming to assist the survival of the 
region’s unique flora and fauna and to 
support the return of wildlife. 

The project will be unique due to its size 
and the number of species being planted 
— over 200 native species of trees and 
shrubs will be established through the 
direct seeding and planting.

Well positioned within existing nature 
corridors, the Yarraweyah project is 
located between the Stirling Ranges 
and Fitzgerald River National Park. The 
project borders remnant vegetation and 
other neighbouring nature hotspots 
include Corackerup Nature Reserve and 
Bush Heritage Australia’s Monjebup 
Reserve.

The project is also situated in the 
middle of the Gondwana Link pathway, 
one of the largest and most ambitious 
conservation projects in Australia. The 
Gondwana Link vision is to protect and 
restore ecological connectivity and 
biodiversity across south-west Australia, 
from the Karri forest of the SW corner to 
the woodlands and mallee bordering the 
Nullarbor plain.

Deforestation and loss of natural 
vegetation is one of the most significant

global contributors to climate change, 
due to the release of carbon that was 
previously locked up in the biosphere. 
By helping native trees and vegetation to 
regenerate on degraded land, this project 
will capture approximately 25,000 tonnes 
of C02-e.



Biodiversity Benefits
As well as helping to tackle climate change, 
the project will create habitat and provide 
food and shelter for a diverse array of native 
mammals, birds, reptiles, and insects. 

The Southwest region is considered an 
Endemic Bird Area (EBA) by BirdLife 
International. Over 140 bird species have 
been recorded in the Stirling Ranges, 
including the Western Whipbird, Mallee Fowl, 
Carnaby’s Cockatoo and Baudin’s Cockatoo. 

Justin Jonson
Restoration Manager — Yarraweyah Reforestation Project
As the Director of Threshold Environmental, Justin specialises in the restoration 
of native ecosystems. Based in Albany WA, he has managed over 500 hectares of 
ecological restoration plantings within Gondwana Link. He has worked with Carbon 
Neutral over the last four years and will oversee the design and planting of the 
Yarraweyah project.

I think Yarraweyah will be one of the most species rich carbon plantings 
undertaken in Australia in 2013. Our aim will be to restore the land back to a native 
state which would have existed prior to clearing. The project is exciting as the area 
has a number of different soil types which have associations with different types of 
locally represented plant communities. We’ll be restoring these communities at the 
same time as sequestering carbon through the growth of trees and large shrubs 
that will make up part of that ecosystem.

“

”
Bill and Jane Thompson 
Landholders at Yarraweyah Falls Farm
Bill and Jane are landholders of the Yarraweyah Project – they will help protect and 
watch over the biodiverse plantings. Keen botanists, they have already collected by 
hand seed from over 200 plant species to contribute to the project. 

We wanted to be a part of a big conservation project – this is a big challenge, 
but the number of species in the area is phenomenal. Sometimes the window of 
opportunity to collect seed from native flowering plants is very narrow. As as we’re 
on the ground every day we can help contractors optimise the biodiversity of this 
project by collecting seed regularly. There used to be a fresh water waterfall on the 
property – through the revegetation we’d love to see this revived.

“

”

Project Overview

Site Name        Yarraweyah

Location                  South West Australia

Planting type         Biodiverse mixed native species

C02-e per hectare     250 tonnes 

Contact
Carbon Neutral Charitable Fund

9/7 Hector Street West, Osborne Park, WA 6017 
E: contact@carbonneutral.com.au  T: 1300 851 211


