
The Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Reforestation Project involves the 
restoration of a 38 hectare site of black cockatoo habitat within 
Banyowla Conservation Park in the Perth foothills. The project 
will focus on native plant species known to be important to the 
feeding, breeding and roosting cycles of the three endangered/
threatened black cockatoo species unique to the southwest 
corner of WA. By reforesting an old orchard and grazing 
property in Banyowla Regional Park the project also enhances 
local flora and fauna, and forms an important carbon sink.

Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Reforestation Project
Providing essential habitat for the for the endangered black cockatoo 

A critical time for black cockatoo 
conservation, this iconic Australian bird’s 
population numbers have seen a 50% 
decline in the last 45 years. Most of their 
habitat in the southwest suitable for 
breeding and foraging has been cleared 
entirely or fragmented. 

Black cockatoos migrate annually 
between the Wheatbelt, where they 
breed in tree hollows during the spring, 
and the Swan Coastal Plain which is the 
“nursery” area for the young birds in 
their first year summer/autumn.  But 
much of their habitat in the Swan Coastal 
Plain has been destroyed and over 90% 
of bushland in the Wheatbelt has been 
cleared. 

This project is unique because it is located 
on the very edge of the Swan Coastal 
Plain – a key habitat area for all three 
threatened species of black cockatoo 
endemic to the southwest of WA the 
Endangered (Carnabys and Baudins) and 
threatened subspecies (NASO Forest Red 

Tail). The project will reforest the only 
remaining cleared area within the greater 
Banyowla Conservation Park, making this 
once fragmented area of bushland one 
large area of habitat for black cockatoos.  

Carbon Neutral will partner with the 
Black Cockatoo Conservation Centre and 
the Department of Parks and Wildlife 
on this project to get the best possible 
outcome for black cockatoo conservation. 
The Alcoa Foundation is also supporting 
this project with a generous grant.

The sale of urban reforestation carbon 
credits will provide essential funding for 
the planting of trees species suitable as 
food source, roosting and nesting area. 

By removing and storing carbon dioxide 
(CO2) from the atmosphere in their 
trunks, shoots and leaves as they grow, 
trees and shrubs planted through the 
project will also help combat climate 
change.

Black cockatoo photos by Keith Lightbody



Area for Reforestation
Carbon Neutral will reforest and revegetate cleared areas of highly degraded land 
within the Banyowla Conservation Park with a mix of native species that match the 
surrounding bushland. A priority will be placed on native plants and trees such as 
banksias, dryandra, hakea, grevillea, eycalyptus species (including sheoak, marri, jarrah 
and wandoo) that provide a long-term food source for black cockatoos.

Volunteer Opportunities 
Only 40 minutes drive from Perth CBD, in an area of natural beauty with sweeping 
views over the swan coast plain, this planting project offers excellent corporate 
volunteer opportunities.  

Groups will have a hands on experience getting involved with planting of 
revegetation areas in the winter of 2015 and will learn first-hand about the 
importance of biodiversity in Western Australia. Volunteers  will receive a tour of 
the Black Cockatoo Conservation Centre situated adjacent to the planting area 
and learn how they will be directly assisting with conservation efforts to help 
black cockatoos.

The importance of restoring biodiversity cannot be 
underestimated – through the revegetation of degraded 
areas in Banyowla Conservation Park we are able to 
provide much needed feeding, roosting and nesting  
habitat which is critical for ensuring the survival of the 
black cockatoos that aggregate on our coastal plain.
Sonja Creese, Environmental Projects Manager, Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Conservation 
Centre
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Project Overview

Site Name        Kaarakin Black Cockatoo

Location                Martin, WA

Planting type         Biodiverse mixed native species

C02-e per hectare     450 tonnes 

View north over the planting site (remnant orchard trees will be cleared and mulched) Surrounding bushland

Contact
Carbon Neutral Charitable Fund

9/7 Hector Street West, Osborne Park, WA 6017 
E: admin@cncf.com.au     T: 1300 857 970


